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PROFESSOR ROSCOE CONK
LING BRUCE SPEAKS HIS
SCHOLARLY ADDRESS TO

THE GRADUATES
Extracts from commencement

delivered by Roscoe Conkling
Bruce Assistant Superintendent of

Schools Washington D C

to the graduates of Avery College
Pittsburg Pa Tuesday May 26

Here and there particularly in pri
vate institutions like Spelman Sem-

inary and Hampton Institute and the
universities like Atlanta and Fisk

nd Shaw white teachers most
from the North but some from the

the finest culture and the
Hottest devotion will always I pray

nd believe continue to teach Negro

youth in the heart of the South For
this service the Negro peopie will al-

ways feel as they have always felt
profoundly grateful But schools
industrial and normal elementary and
secondary great and small even
colleges and professional schoolssuch
separate institutions for Negro stu-

dents will more and more seek teach
ers and executive officers in men and
women of Negro blood In point
fact the teachers Negroes are to-

day In the vast majority of cases
black and neither South nor North
questions for a moment the compe
tence of black men and women for
such service or the wholesome ef

fects of such an arrangement upon
the spirit and attitude of the stu
dents and upon the whole present
social situation The quickening of
Negro life must come more and more
from within the uplifting forces will
be more and more in the hands of
Negroes Now the fundamental
problem of any school is not land
and buildings but personnel the
personnel of the teaching body It
is a grievous error to suppose that a
good heart and some ability to read
and write adequately equip a teacher
of the common branches or that so

briety and some skill with saw and
plane and hammer make a teacher of

carpentry One of the most serious
problems which a great institution
like Tuskegee for example has to
face is the dearth of men and wo

men of liberal education specific
training in teaching and professional
spirit and ideals Negro public
schools are everywhere gravely em

barrassed by lack of principals and
teachers with a sound and thorough
education This issue is now upon
us the demand for wellequippedNe-
gro teachers for all classes of Negro
schools is at this moment very far in
excess of the supply The back
teacher of the best education and the
Lest training is never out of a job
the field of his influence and service

is almost limitless
The Negro college in the South

should admit students who have never
studied Latin or Greek and should
enrich its curriculum by the addition

ot thorough courses in natural sci

ence with its applications of trade

and industry in history and social

science with special attention to

traditions and history and progress
of Negro peoples in Africa and in
Americaand to the sociological

in which Negro life in America-

is enmeshed today The Negro col
lege should render its curriculum
flexible and more widely serviceable
through the introduction of an elect
ive system by whose provisions the
dead languages might give way to

the living languages and history and

social science and pure mathemat-

ics to psycholoy and ethics and the

principles and practice of education

And finally the Negro university

should organize well equipped schools

of education of engineering of ag

riculture alongside the schools of

medicine Some of these reforms
have already been compassed or are
in progress am glad to say in the

best Negro colleges and universities-
of the South

PHILADELPHIA A M E ZION
CONFERENCE
Philadelphia May 18 1908

With optimistic and inspiring words
Booker T Washington addressed the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Conference on Thursday evening at
Wesley Church five hundred people
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being turned away for want of room
He chose for his theme The Unity
of the Colored Race He was in
troduced by the Hon J C Dancy
who said that the great purpose in
the life of the great Negro leader
and educator was to prove that the
Negro race could make men Dr
Washington was greeted with
tinuous applause In part he said
There are certain essential and im-

portant points upon which as a race
ve ought to and must unite One

of these points is the idea that we
are to remain in this country and
to be permanently classed as Ameri
can citizens We can also unite up
on the proposition that it is only by
constructive efforts such as your
great Church has shown that we
shall build ourselves up as a race
We can unite again upon the idea
that we have a great opportunity in
this country to enter into business
to become commercial factors and in
these respects the Negro minister
must in a Large degree be the leader
and the guide In respect to material
and business betterment the Negro
minister unlike the white minister
must teach the people because many
of the material and commercial con
siderations that now confront the
Negro have been settled centuries
ago by the white man himself hence-
it is important that the Negro min-

ister perform a broader and more
varied service than is true of the
white minister In our Southern
country especially does the Negro
have an opportunity to sell his labor
in whatever market he choses and
he has a rare opportunity to succeed
in commercial and business

In emhpasizing the import
ance of education for the Negro Dr
Washington said he had been privi
leged to raise by his own efforts
three hundred and fifty thousand
dollars for this work during the past
year Friday afternoon there was a
heated contest for the three vacant
bishoprics and upon the second bal
lot the following candidates were
chosen Dr M R Franklin receiv
ing 276 votes Dr G L Blackwell
265 votes and Dr A J Warner 229
votes A twothirds vote being nec
essary to a choice which was 214
votes After the election a commit

completed the raising of a fund
of twentyfive hundred dollars which
will be used as first payment upon
the Varack Chapel corner of Nine-
teenth and Lombard streets which
was opened for the first time on

Rev E C Simms a delegate
from Florida died suddenly from
heart disease a sum of one hundred
dollars was raised by Conference for
his funeral and a Florida delegate-
was sent to accompany the remains
home Saturday morning fraternal
greetings were presented from the
Methodist Episcopal Church by Rev
T J Moffin and responded to by
Rev G C Clement Reports were
also received from the educational
institutes of the Church Dr W H
Goler speaking for Livingston Col
lege Prof T C Brown for Green
ville Tenn High Schol and Rev
M L Lee for Lancaster S C High
School Dr A E Raggs of At
lanta Ga made an interesting re
port of the Bible Society Suday
Bishop Alexander Walter preached
the morning sermon at Wesley Ch
his subject being the Civic Pro
gress that Has Been Made by the
Negro In the afternoon all of tnt
ten bishops helped to dedicate the
newly purchased edifice at Nineteenth
and Lombard streets which will here
after be known as Varack Chapel
The purchase price was thirteen
thousand five hundred dollars Bish
op Alexander Walters of theFourth
Episcopal District presided over to
days session which was devoted to
reports from various committees and
the presentation of resolutions for
the consideration of other commit-
tees

Philadelphia May 21 1908
The committee of the GeneralCon

ference submitted its report to that
body now in session this morning
The report divides the Church

into ten episcopal districtsand
makes assignments of the bishops
who are to preside of the conferenc-
es for the next four years Philadel
phia Conference is put into a new
district with Virginia South Flor
ida and Cuba and has a new presid
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ing officer in the person of Bishop
John Wesley Smith The other dis
tricts and presiding bishops are as
follows viz First District New
York and Central North Carolina
Conferences Bishop J W Hood

Second District Western New
York Blue Ridge and North Geor
gia Conferences Bishop C R

Third District New England
North Carolina and African Confer
ences Bishop A W

Fourth District New Jersey
Western North Carolina and Alaba
ma Conferences Bishop G W Clin

tonFifth
District North Alabama

Central Alabama South Mississippi
and Florida Conferences Bishop J
W Astork

Sixth District PhiladelphiaBal
I
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DR WASHINGTONS APPEAL
May 18 1908

My dear Sir
December 2 i9O9a little more than-

a year from now will mark the half
century since John Brown of Ossa
watomie died at Harpers Ferry The

Negro people of this country revere
the name of John Brown His death
marked a date in their history Per-
haps no other man of the white race
ever identified himself so fully with
our race and cause Others were
wiser others accocmplished more
but the name of no one has impressed
iisel deeper on he hearts and minds
of the masses of our people-

It has been proposed that Negroes
all over the United States should
unite next year to commemorate in
some fitting way the day of John
Browns death In a letter dated

Benjamin P Birdshull

timore Virginia South Florida and
Cuba Conferences Bishop J W
Smith

Seventh District Allegheny
Ohio West Alabama and Califor
nia Conferences Bishop J Cald
well

Eighth District South Carolina
Pametto and Georgia Conferences
Bishop M R Franklin

Ninth District Mississippi Ok
lahoma Arkansas and Philippines
Conferences Bishop Geo W Black

wellTenth
District Tennessee West

Tennessee Mexico Louisiana and
North Louisiana Conferences Bish
op A J Warner

The report on education was made
by Prof S G Atkins the educa
tional secretary and under his rec
ommendations a General Educational
Board is provided for which is to be

composed of all the bishops of the
Church and certain designated per
sons who are to have supervision
of all the schools of the

Under the new regime the as-

sistant secretaryship of education is

abolished There were offered dur
ing yesterday many resolutions deal
ing with the many things of the va

rious Church departments and re
ports from committees were received
Today is to be the final day of the
Conference and the next General
Conference will be loud at Charlotte-

N C Last evening memorial set
vices were held in honor of James
Varackthe first bishop of the Church
and for Bishops I C Clinton and J
B Small and Mrs C C Pitney
wife of the late Bishop Pittey-

T H Gray
IRA T BRYANT WINS OUT
The journalistic and printing office

fraternity of the Capital are delig t-

ed over the triumphant election of

Mr Ira T Bryant as secretary of the

A M E Sunday School Union The
great Methodist publishing plant at
Nashville will take on new life un
der the management of Mr Bryant
who though a young man is a vet
eran in the business that is now to
be entrusted to his energetic hands
Mr Bryant made a gallant fight and
against tremendous odds and emi
nently deserved his victory
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January 27 of this year Mr Oswald
Garrison Villard as editor of the
New York Evening Post and a
grandson of Villiam Lloyd Garrison
writes referring to this matter

In reply to your note in regard
to the proposed John Brown celebra
tion it seems to me that that should
be made the occasion of a national
ceebration by the colored people of
this country The motto of that
would be John A Andrews famous
sentence Whatever one may think
of John Browns methods John
Brown himself was right The rea
sons for making it a noteworthy event
are threefold in my mind I To
show the gratitude of the colored
people for John Browns selfsacri
fice 2 To take this opportunity to
remind the country as whole how
vastly better off with all his handi
caps the Negro is today than he was
in John Browns time and to meas
ure again the progress upward of
the race 3 To increase the soli
darity of the colored people

I am taking the liberty of calling
attention thus early to this date in
order that the subject may be given
the fullest and freest discussion so
that it may be possible to arrange
for memorial exercises worthy of the
event

Yours truly
Booker T Washington

LONG ON CLAIMS SHORT
ON FACTS

Notwithstanding the frenzied
warning sent out by the local bureau
of the reactionaries the live news
papers of the race continue to publish
the news touching the nomination of
Secretary Taft Genuine journalists
do not distort or ignore cold facts in
an attempt to bolster up a losing
cause Mr Randolph can go to Mis
sissippi at once and try the law as
he is a sorry imitation of the real
thing as a political prophet in this
neckothewoods He is tremen

dously long on claims but woe
fully short on facts

THE TUSKEGEE WIZARDS
GENEROSITY-

Dr Booker T Washington passed
through the city last week en route
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to Philadelphia where he addressed-
an overflowing audience in connec
tion with the General Conference of
the A M E Zion Church He then
proceeded to Norfolk where he spoke
in the monster skating ring as no
church large enough to accommodate-
the crowds could be secured Tne

500 taken at the door in Philadel
phia was presented to the Zion Con
ference as his contribution to the no
ble cause and at Norfolk a larger
sum was similarly donated Hampton
Institute his alma mater where he
delivered an inspiring speech last
Saturday was made happy by the
proceeds there realized Dr Wash-
ington has been the means of placing
mOre cash money in the hands of
the various denominations and edu
cational institutions than any other
Negro in the world This is really
constructive leadership

PROF H M BROWNS ADVICE
Cheyney Pa May 6 1908

Miss E A Chase
Washington D C

My dear Miss Chase
I have just read the enclosed clip

ping from the Star giving an ac
count of the effort of the parents of
the Jones School to discourage bad
behavior of our people in the streets
and elsewhere I want first to con-

gratulate you and thank you second
to call your attention to the follow
ing advice given by Rabbi Kraus
kopf to the Jews We have too
many in our race who think that
money covers every shortcoming of
social polish and force themselves in
to places and circles frequented by
the best of the land where their lack
o frefinement their loudness and
showiness their vulgarity and their
desecration of the sanctity of Sun
day are extremely offensive to the
other guests and force upon them
selves the alternative of staying away
or obliging the Jew to be kept away

This assertion was made by Rabbi
Joseph Kranskopf yesterday in deliv
ering the last of his sermons on
Prejudice Its Genesis and Exodus

and Its Cure on the Part of the
Jew in the Temple Keseseth Israel
Broad street above Columbia avenue
Continuing he said

It is not a very difficult matter
for the hotelkeeper to decide to whom
of the two to cater He finds it easi
er to bar all Jews than to subject all
to the examination as to their stand
ing in culture and fitness to associ
ate with the best on equal terms of
refinement

When refused they ascribe it to
prejudice But to people of culture
refinement in those with whom they
associate is as necessary as the air
they breathe Good manners is not
such a trivial matter as some mon
eyed people seem to think Let them
try to acquire culture and they will
find that the acquisition of it is hard-

er than that of money and they will
respect it more

Mr Krauskopf declared how
ever in conclusion that what is re
garded as mere social breach or an
eccentricity when committed by one
of the Four Hundred is considered-

an unpardonable sin when committed
by one of us

It is quite gratifying to read in
your Mast issue that under the pres
ent school officials the longer exist
ence of petty kingdoms of favoritism-

in the special departments is at an
end particularly in that of domestic
science where it has been rampant

INQUIRY-
Is it true that with all the unrest

and strain in the schools that some
of our colored supervisors are ar
ranging to give tests during the ex
tremely warm days of June to again
stir up the feelings of the overwork-
ed teached by their unfairness

Tire two regiments and the First
Separate Battalion U G D will
go in camp at Fort Washington and
Fort Hunt from July 15 to August
1St

BALTIMORE AND OHIO EX
CURSIOK

Sunday May 31
100 Harpers Ferry and Martins

burg and return
135 Berkeley Springs and return
200 Cumberland and return

Special train leaves Washington at
815 am
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By Miss L Chase

It now looks as if New York Dis
trict Attorney Jerome has a number
of charges laid at his door and he
will required to answer the de-

mands of the saw
Rt Rev Charles E McDowell

went to Rome and expressed person
ally the loyalty of his diocese tq His
Holiness the Pope The Bishop pre-

sented a substantial offering of Pe
ters pence

Howard University was the cen-

ter of attraction not only education
ally but socially from the beginning-
of its closing exercises to the end

The recent heavy rains have caus
ed the people in many sections of the
tountry to suffer already from the
overflow of rivers

The bill for educating four Fili
pinos at West Point was sent the
first of the week to the President for
his signature-

A bill regulaing child labor in the
District of Columbia was passed last
Monday by both houses of Congress

Mr Charles Gant Beckwithwhose
funeral took place last Wednesday
was the youngest son of Mrs Mary
J and the late John H Beckwith

Gen John M Wilson U S A
in his address to the graduates of

Hall warned the young
against becoming new

Notwithstanding the warm weatli
er has hardly started there have been-

a number of cases of sickness caused
by the intense heat

Mr William Gilbert who graduat-
ed from the Academic Department of
Howard University is the son of
Rev M W Gilbert of New York
city

Maxwells Talisman says members-
of Congress will be forced to explain-
in the next campaign why Congress
refused to repeal the Timber and
Stone Act

Plans are being formulated to
the shore line of this city

President Roosevelt had as his
guests of honor at a reception this
week a delegation of prominent of
ficials of the Republic of Liberia-

It has been announced that the
bathing beach will be opened to the
public the early part of June

The Kaleidoscope Club No 2 will
give a concert and dance at Masonic
Temple mi Nineteenth street next
Wedensday evening June 3 Admis
sion 15 cents

The eight new bishops elected at
the Methodist Episcopal Conference-
in Baltimore are considered to rank
among the foremost divines of this

ageMrs
John A Logan was energetic-

in bringing about the election as a
bishop of her pastor Dr Frank M
Bristol who is stationed at the Met
ropolitan M E Church

The fire in the music store of E
F Droop Sons Company lastWed
nesday morning did damage to the
amount of 40000

A noticeable feature in the deaths
which occurred the past week is that
many of the oldest residents have
paid the final claim

It is reported that prohibition scor
ed a victory last Tuesday at the elec
tion in North Carolina by a majority
vote of 40000

The stenographer of the House of
Representatives was directed not to
record a speech made by Mr Hef
lin last Wednesday

Anthony Herri valet to Lew Vo
gel envoy extraordinary and minis
ter plenipotentiary from Switzerland
tried to end his life by shooting him
self last Saturday morning-

It is stated that Lemoines prepa
rations for the manufacture of dia-

monds at his laboratory at Sf Denis
Paris are now completed and that
he is ready to begin work

Bishop W F McDowell of Chi
cago delivered the bassalaureate ser
mon to the graduates of Howard
University last Sunday afternoon in
the Andrew Rankin Memorial

Nathan Haines former State Sen
ator of New York died at his home
in Burlington last Sunday-

A mammoth airship on its trial trip

Continued to page 4
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